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The theme ñChosen Sisters Never Cease to 

Riseò merely describes the dynamic women 

of the Joliet Chapter. 

 

CHOSEN SISTERS AT WORK 

From the opening day on April 19
th
 until 

the very end, the Joliet Chapter rolled out 

the carpet for their Hook-Up Sisters. 

 

Upon arrival, Cherry Hillôs Cynthia 

Williams was 

excited to learn 

that she was the 

winner of the 

free registration. 

 

Thursdayôs 

planning session 

was followed by 

an evening of laughter ï this was not your 

usual Presidentôs Reception.  Dr. Frazier 

introduced the newly married, new home 

owners, and newly promoted Sisters.  

Comedian Miss Cleo had everyone in 

stitches with her Clean Up Woman routine.  

Some ended the night catching up with 

their far-away Sisters while others stepped 

the night away to the soulful sounds of 

Joliet Associate Member /deejay, Mr. Cal 

Bruton. 

 

 
Friday morning it was back to business.  

Illinois Deputy Governor Louanner Peters 

opened the general session and was 

presented with the Presidentôs Award. 

 

After a hard day at work, the Joliet Chapter 

literally rolled out the red carpet.  Escorted 

by Joliet Associate Members, each Chapter 

President or designate walked the red 

carpet and was presented with a flower and 

gift of appreciation from Joliet President, 

Bettye Gavin. 

 

Deborah Summers and Jeanna Stallings of 

the Joliet Chapter premiered their NHBW 

documentary.  This outstanding piece of 

work is a must see for every member of the 

organization.  This documentary details the 

NHBW, Inc. history from founder, Dr. 

Arnita Boswell, NHBW Shero, Fannie Lou 

Hamer and current National President, Dr. 

Wynetta Frazier. 

 

Lenna Washington and 

her fiancé dazzled 

everyone with their Salsa 

dancing.  This Sister to 

Sister Celebration was a 

night to remember. 

 

 
 

Dr. Patricia Merritt-Reid brought the crowd 

to their feet with her life story at the Fannie 

Lou Hamer Breakfast.  The Honorable 

Carmen Goodman was this yearôs Award 

Recipient.  The group Ekklesia opened and 

closed the breakfast with music from their 

newly released gospel CD. 

 

The day ended with the re-election of Dr. 

Wynetta Frazier, National President; 

Deborah Summers, National 2
nd

 Vice 

President; and Lenna Washington, National 

Secretary. 

 

The Annual Meeting closed on a wonderful 

spiritual note.  The sounds of the Joliet 

Gospel Choir sent everyone on their way 

singing praises. 

 

The 2008 Annual Meeting will be held in 

Tallahassee, Florida.    
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NHBW, Inc. is a member of the National 

Black United Federation of Charities.  

During the Combined Federation 
Campaign (CFC), please direct your 

donation to the National Hook-Up of Black 

Women, Inc., CFC #10457. 
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Chosen Sisters Never Cease to Rise! 
By Stacey Dillard 
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NORTHWEST INDIANA  

Submitted by Laura Wynn 

As one of the newest chapters of NHBW, Inc., having 

received their charter in January 2007, the Northwest Indiana 

Chapter is making significant strides in building a foundation 

to serve effectively the women and families of Northwest 

Indiana.  Over the last couple months, NWI has focused 

primarily on establishing internal structure and recruitment.  

To this end, the Officers and Committee heads are in place; 

bylaws drafted, and website launched ï www.nhbw-

indiana.com.  They have also created and circulated 

membership recruitment brochures and flyers to area libraries, 

churches, individuals, and community organizations.  They 

have co-partnered and submitted to Mayor Rudy Clay of Gary, 

a proclamation proclaiming April as Parenting Awareness 

Month in Gary.  The Mayor approved the proclamation along 

with support from his office in the distribution of materials 

and public signage.  This initiative celebrates effective 

parenting, provides parenting workshops and seminars, and 

brings public attention to the need for community involvement 

in parenting.  In May 2007, NWI began collaborations with 

the Gary YWCA to co-promote and co-sponsor community 

awareness programs related to heart disease, breast cancer, 

domestic violence and parenting. 

 

CHICAGO  

Submitted by Marie Landrum 

The Chicago Chapter is diligently and prayerfully working on 

chapter growth.  They have been blessed with four new 

members and are anticipating six more to complete their goal 

of 10 new members this year.  Chicagoôs new members are 

Suzette Davidson, Sharon McDonald, Faith Reeves, and 

Rosemarie Speed.  Faith Reeves was the speaker for the 

Domestic Violence Workshop at the Annual Meeting.  

Congratulations to first time Grandmother Dr. Lona Bibbs.  

Last but not least, have you seen Chicagoôs Emma 

Washington lately?  Emma has joined the FitClub and it 

shows!  Way to go ï keep up the good work. 

 

CHERRY HILL  

Submitted by  

Mayor Gwendolyn Faison, Camden NJ, was inducted into the 

Hall of Fame by the New Jersey League of Municipalities.   

Deborah Beasley was appointed as the first female and 

African American Purchasing Agent for the City of Camden 

NJ.   

Brenda Gillis walked six miles for the March of Dimes 

(WalkAmerica) on April 29
th
.  Her walked raised $2,100 for 

pre-mature babies. 

Troi Lauren Nichols, Cherry Hill Little Sister and 

granddaughter of Cherry Hill President, Linda Boone, will be 

graduating in May.  She will be attending Rutgers University 

in the fall. 

Virgil Williams participated in a community health fair at 

Parkside UMC in Camden on April 28
th
.  Virgil said ñIt was a 

wonderful health fair with about 200 people in attendance. 

SOUTHERN MARYLAND  

Submitted by Elaine Davis-Nickens 

Southern Maryland spearheaded two healthcare campaigns 

during last program year.  SM chapter created an email 

information campaign to inform women about cervical cancer 

and the link with HPV.  The goal to reach 500 women was 

exceeded.  The Women and Heart Disease Campaign in 

March reached over 60 people.  The purpose of this campaign 

was to educate women about the threat of heart disease. 

 

JOLIET  

Submitted by Stacey Dillard 

Members of the Chicago Chapter hosted a Breast Cancer 

Awareness class for the Joliet Chapter. 

Joliet Chapter hosted a Teen Girls Get Away in Delevan, 

Wisconsin.  The event addressed adolescent reproductive 

health and wellness as well as spiritual and emotional health.   

The Joliet Chapter has taken on a personal challenge of 

addressing youth and literacy in the Joliet area.  Their 

programs consist of Early Learning for parents of preschool 

age children, Junior Chapter for girls ages 11-17, and Passport 

for all children ages 13-17. 

 

GREATER METRO CAP  

Submitted by Sonya Holmes 

 

Last program year, the Greater Metropolitan Capital Area 

hosted a free health seminar featuring Mr. Thurman Watson, 

who is a well known speaker and author on holistic health.  

Mr. Watson is the Executive Director of the Washington 

Cardiovascular Institute in Washington DC. 

 

The Greater Metropolitan Capital Area had six members to 

attend the Annual Meeting in Joliet.

http://www.nhbw-indiana.com/
http://www.nhbw-indiana.com/
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NHBW, Inc. ï www.nhbwinc.com 

NHBW Joliet ï www.nhbwjoliet.com 

NHBW Indiana ï www.nhbw-indiana.com 

NHBW Southern Maryland ï www.nhbwsouthernmaryland.org 

NHBW Washington D.C. ï www.nhbwdcchapter.webhop.org 

NHBW Nashville ï www.nhbwinc2006.tripod.com 

 

 

 

 

  
 

LETôS GET CONNECTED 
Submitted by Sharonese Henderson 

 

The memberôs only area of our new website is a way for 

us to get connected and stay connected.  To get started, 

click on the login button on the web page and enter 

temporary username and password.  If you need the 

temporary login information, send an e-mail to 

webmaster@nhbwinc.com.   

Please use the online registration form to register for 

your personal username and password.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Get Online! 

One of the best and easiest ways to 
promote your chapter is to refer 
potential members and possible 
donation givers to your website. 

 
Creating and hosting a website is as 

easy at 1-2-3.  Using the free web tools 
(found on sites like yahoo.com, 

tripod.com, angelfire.com, doteasy.com, 
Comcast.net) can have you connected 
and online in minutes.  Register, use a 
template, and personalize your space! 

 
To obtain your personalized domain 

name (i.e. nhbwinc.com) you will have 
to purchase your domain.  The prices 
can vary and there are hundreds of 
companies that offer this service. 

Whatôs Your Phone Number? 
Submitted by Stacey Dillard 

 

As a non-profit organization, contact numbers 
are important.  Many services offer free 
voicemail with the option of upgrading for a fee 
to a full scale service.  A voicemail service can 
provide your chapter with that professional 
touch.  (It also alleviates the need of leaving 
personal numbers on flyers, brochures, etc.) 
 
Services like PrivatePhone.com offers a free 
number (local and toll-free) and voicemail.  All 
incoming numbers go directly to your 
personalized PrivatePhone voicemail.  After 
signing up you get a unique phone number and 
space to store up to 10,000 voicemails which 
you can access from either a computer or a 
phone.  You are also given a free NetZero e-
mail account based on your username and it 
also keeps a record of all incoming phone calls.  
The basic service is absolutely free!  You can 
upgrade to a premium service for a fee which 
will allow calls to be forwarded to a phone 
number you designate and can receive 
incoming calls.   
 
Recently, the Joliet Chapter utilized this service 
as a hotline for their teen retreat.  The 
response was overwhelming.  More than 100 
calls were made to the hotline within the first 
two weeks which gave information about the 
retreat and referred callers to the chapter 
website. 
 
PrivatePhone.com is not the only service that 
offers free voicemail.  Some others include J2, 
e-Voice, U-Reach to name a few. 

http://www.nhbwinc.com/
http://www.nhbwjoliet.com/
http://www.nhbw-indiana.com/
http://www.nhbwsouthernmaryland.org/
http://www.nhbwdcchapter.webhop.org/
http://www.nhbwinc2006.tripod.com/
mailto:webmaster@nhbwinc.com

